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"I don't claim it's inspired," Rowe said. "But it was like taking
dictation. I just sat at my computer and listened."

She printed what she'd written, put it in a notebook and read
it at the Christmas program.

The reaction was tremendous. She was invited to speak at
more and more churches. She didn't market or advertise the read-
ing - all the invitations came by word of mouth.

What started out as just a reading has evolved over the years,
most notably the addition of a prayer and a song in Hebrew fol-
lowing a visit to Israel where she prayed in the Church of the
Annunciation in Nazareth, which is built on the traditional site
of the ruins of Mary's childhood home.

"I wrote it as a talk," Rowe said. "And what God has done
with it in the years since is nothing I would've chosen."

The drama has never been rehearsed, other than Rowe per-
forming it over and over again. Her props are humble, but
authentic. Her sandals and the lamp she carries both are from
Jerusalem.

It's a difficult performance for her to do, for many reasons.
"It's very physically and emotionally strenuous," Rowe said.

"But it's an opportunity God has given me to tell the story of the
woman who knew [ Jesus] best."

It's made more difficult because Rowe, a mother of three, has
a 24-year-old son studying to be a youth pastor in California.

"Doing the presentation is so searing for me, because I pic-
ture my son nailed to the cross, and I can't bear it," Rowe said.
"But [Mary] had to bear it. I'm not a good enough actress to
fake it - I am living it with her."

Now, Rowe has performed "The Woman Jesus Called
Mother" all over the country, and even in Brazil and the
Philippines. It has been translated and performed in Spanish,
and permission has been given to translate it into Russian.

She owns the copyright only because she wrote the drama, but
she isn't protective of it.

"If somebody else can tell the story, that's wonderful," Rowe added.
And Rowe still is performing it, usually at Advent time, or

during Holy Week.
"This drama isn't really about Mary, and it's definitely not about

Maggie Rowe," she said. "I truly believe that if Mary were present,
she would not want us to look at her, or at the woman portraying
her. Instead, she would want us to focus on the character of her son,
who died so that each of us might one day live with him in heaven."

The following local churches will play host to Rowe's dramatic
reenactment:
Dec. 7, West Chicago Bible Church, West Chicago
Dec. 11, Crossroads Community Church, Naperville
Dec. 13, DuPage Convalescent Center, Wheaton
Dec. 21, GracePoint, Naperville
For details, visit www.MaggieRowe.com.  DPC
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SSometimes God uses people in ways they don't expect, or for
reasons they don't fully understand.

Such is the case for Maggie Rowe. She is a blonde-haired,
blue-eyed mother of three young adult children, a pastor's wife,
a speaker, a freelance writer and a teacher at Wheaton College.

So what is she doing playing a Jewish teen of Middle
Eastern descent?

Rowe also is known for something else - her portrayal of
Mary in the drama "The Woman Jesus Called Mother."

"The greatest joy is that I'm so wrong for the part," Rowe
said with a laugh.

The one-woman, dramatic presentation of the life of Mary
of Nazareth is, as Rowe says, told from the eyes and lips of the
woman who knew Jesus Christ best, his first disciple - his
mother.

The program originated when Rowe was asked to present a
Christmas talk at a church in Massachusetts in 1993. The
church's program was called "Christmas Memories."

"I didn't have any memories of my own that I thought
would be of any particular interest," Rowe said. "But my
thoughts kept turning to the memories that Mary of Nazareth
must have had of the birth of her son in Bethlehem."

She asked church members if she could give the talk from
Mary's perspective. They agreed, so she began reading and
researching all she could about Mary and about Jewish customs
from the first century.

But nothing she read struck her as just right.
About 10 days before the event, she sat at her computer,

with her Bible open before her, and prayed for guidance.
Over the course of two or three days, the words came.

“
”

Doing the presentation is
so searing for me, because I
picture my son nailed to
the cross, and I can't bear it.

–Maggie Rowe
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